
February 5, 2004

MEMORANDUM

TO:   Holders of the Minimum Standards of Entrances To State Highways manual

SUBJECT:  2003 Minimum Standards of Entrances To State Highways manual

This manual, which became effective on December 3, 2003, the 1st day after the 30-day waiting period after publication in The Virginia
Register, issued by the State Registrar of Regulations, is the seventh edition since 1946.  It is effective upon receipt and can also be
downloaded from the Department's web site.

The most notable or substantive change in this manual is incorporating the newly adopted intersection sight distance criteria based on
the height of object and eye both being at a height of 3.5' (1.08m). This change was initiated by the 2001 AASHTO "Green Book."
Additional revisions were incorporated in an attempt to provide the Engineer/User with more flexibility in applying the standards.

If you have any questions regarding its contents, you can call Steve Edwards at (804) 786-0121 or email him @
Steve.Edwards@VirginiaDOT.org

S. D. Edwards
Mobility Management Division
1100 Bank Street
Richmond, Va. 23219
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PREFACE

The primary purpose of Virginia s highway system is to provide for the safe and efficient movement of people and goods.  As an

aid in achieving this objective, certain uniform regulations are set forth in this manual for the purpose of controlling the use of highway

rights-of way where it is necessary to provide access to commercial, private and industrial properties abutting state roads.

© 2003, Commonwealth of Virginia

A WELL-PLANNED ENTRANCE IS AN EXERCISE IN SAFETY
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INTRODUCTION

In the interest of public safety, the Commonwealth of Virginia has required channelization at commercial properties since 1946.

At that time, the Highway Commission (now Commonwealth Transportation Board) adopted a resolution establishing certain basic

minimum standards that were made part of the Department s Road Designs and Standards.  Since adoption of those original standards,

the Department has incorporated them into the Minimum Standards of Entrances to State Highways.

 This publication of the Minimum Standards of Entrances to State Highways is the seventh edition since 1946.  Guidelines are

set forth primarily for commercial entrances.  The guidelines and illustrations are compatible with the Department s Land Development

Manual and with the Location and Design Division s Road and Bridge Standards.

 Entrance controls not only protect through traffic from indiscriminate interferences, but are designed to promote safe and

convenient connections to public highways for commercial establishments.

 A permit is required from the Virginia Department of Transportation prior to work being performed on or crossing any right-of-

way under the jurisdiction of the Department.  A permit is also required when modifications are needed for an existing entrance due to a

change in the land use or other substantial changes resulting in higher volume use.  The Department can also require a new permit due

to a change in the type of traffic.
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 A copy of the proposed entrance design must be submitted to the Resident Engineer for the county in which the establishment is

located  (for a list of offices and phone numbers, see pages 37  42).  Information relative to obtaining and processing of the permit will

be provided by the Resident Engineer or his/her designee.

This manual should facilitate the design for an Entrance/Exit layout that provides satisfactory access.  Any alteration that would reduce

the standards set forth in this manual shall be subject to approval by the District Administrator or Engineer.

 General concepts for site development, Traffic Engineering considerations and the permit process can be found in the

Department s Land Development Manual.

 Detailed illustrations showing standard curbing combination, curb and gutters and curb ramps can be found in the Location and

Design Division s Road and Bridge Standards.  The latest edition of all publications and standards referred to in this manual shall

govern, and the design standards, tables and figures shown in this manual shall be superseded as revisions become effective.
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AUTHORIZATION

 The Commonwealth Transportation Commissioner is authorized to control and regulate entrances to improved highways by the

Code of Virginia under § 33.1-197 (Private Entrances) and § 33.1-198 (Commercial Entrances), as shown below:

§ 33.1-197.  Connections over shoulders of highways intersecting private roads.  The Commonwealth Transportation

Commissioner shall permit, at places where private roads leading to and from private homes intersect improved highways,

suitable connections from such points of intersection, over and across the shoulders and unimproved parts of such highways to

the paved  or otherwise improved parts thereof, so as to provide for the users of such private roads safe and convenient means

of ingress and egress with motor vehicles to and from the paved or otherwise improved parts of such highways.

§ 33.1-198.  Connections over shoulders of highways for intersecting commercial establishment entrances. The

Commonwealth Transportation Commissioner shall permit, at places where commercial establishment entrances are desired to

intersect improved highways, suitable connections from such points of intersection over and across the shoulders and

unimproved parts of such highways to the paved or otherwise improved parts thereof, so as to provide for the users of such

entrances safe and convenient means of ingress and egress with motor vehicles to and from the paved or otherwise improved

parts of such highways; provided, however, that any person desiring such an entrance shall first be required to obtain a permit

therefor from the Commonwealth Transportation Commissioner and shall provide the entrance at his expense and construct or

have constructed the same, including such safety structures as are required by the Commonwealth Transportation

Commissioner, pursuant to Minimum Standards of Entrances to State Highways on file in the Department of Transportation,

Richmond, Virginia, and in the office of the Highway District Engineer and Resident Engineers.
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All commercial entrances whether or not constructed under this section shall be maintained by the owner of the premises at all

times in a manner satisfactory to the Commonwealth Transportation Commissioner.

Any person violating the provisions of this section shall be guilty of a misdemeanor, and, upon conviction, shall be

fined not less than $5 nor more than $100 for each offense.  Following a conviction and fifteen days for correction, each day

during which the violation continues shall constitute a separate and distinct offense and be punishable as such.  Such person

shall be civilly liable to the Commonwealth for actual damage sustained by the Commonwealth by reason of his wrongful act.

(Code 1950, 33.1-116.1; 1956, c. 91; 1966, c. 378; 1970, c. 322.)

In addition, the Commonwealth Transportation Board is authorized to regulate by Section 33.1-12(3), General powers

and duties of Board, as follows: The Commonwealth Transportation Board shall be vested with the following powers and

shall have the following duties:  Traffic regulations  To make rules and regulations, from time to time, not in conflict

with the laws of this State, for the protection of and covering traffic on and the use of systems of state highways, and to add

to, amend or repeal the same.

An entrance permit is a specialized land-use permit that has specific statutory authorization.  As a consequence, any permit

issued, no matter which official actually signs the document, is issued in the name of the Commonwealth Transportation Commissioner

and the Commonwealth Transportation Board.
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CHAPTER 71.

24 VAC 30-71-10.  Definitions.

The following words and terms when used in this chapter shall have the following meanings unless the content clearly indicates

otherwise:

Accessible route  means a continuous unobstructed, stable, firm and slip-resistant path connecting all accessible elements of a facility

(may include parking access aisles, curb ramps, crosswalks at vehicular ways, walks, ramps and lifts) that can be approached, entered

and used by persons with mobility impairments.  An accessible route shall, to the maximum extent feasible, coincide with the route for

the general public and shall be a minimum of three feet (0.9 meter) wide.

Board  means the Commonwealth Transportation Board, Commonwealth of Virginia.

Central Office  means the office in downtown Richmond that contains the administrative functions, including pre-construction

activities, and executes command responsibility and control over all Virginia Department of Transportation activities.

Clear Zone  means the total roadside border area, starting at the edge of the traveled way, that is wide enough to allow an errant

driver to stop or regain control of a vehicle.  This area might consist of a shoulder, a recoverable slope, a non-recoverable slope, and a

traversable slope with a clear run-out area at its toe, or a combination of these. (See Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices,

Millennium (2000) edition, effective January 17, 2001).
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 Commercial Entrance  means an entrance serving all entities other than an individual private residence.  (See definition for private

entrance. )

Commissioner  means the Commonwealth Transportation Commissioner, who is also Vice-Chairman of the Commonwealth

Transportation Board.

Commonwealth  means the Commonwealth of Virginia.

Crossover  or Median Opening  means an area located between opposing traffic, usually paved, to provide for crossing, left turn

or U-turn maneuvers, on four- or more lane divided highways.

 Department  means the Virginia Department of Transportation (VDOT).

Design Speed  means the maximum safe speed that can be maintained over a specified section of highway when conditions are so

favorable that the design features of the highway govern, as defined in the American Association of State Highway and Transportation

Officials  (AASHTO s) 2001 edition of A Policy on Geometric Design of Highways and Streets.

District office  means the office in each of the nine construction districts located throughout the state that implements the

construction and maintenance operations of the Virginia Department of Transportation.

Engineer  means the Engineer representing the Virginia Department of Transportation.
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Functional Intersection Areas  means the physical area of an at grade intersection plus the boundary of the longitudinal limits of the

auxiliary lanes (left and right turn lanes) of all the approaches of the intersection. The functional lengths include maneuver distance plus

any required storage lengths of all turning bays.

 Operating Speed  means the highest overall speed at which a driver can travel on a given highway under favorable weather

conditions and under prevailing traffic conditions without at any time exceeding the safe speed as determined by the design speed on a

section-by-section basis, as defined in the American Association of State Highway and Transportation Officials  (AASHTO s) 2001

edition of A Policy on Geometric Design of Highways and Streets.

Private Entrance  means an entrance that serves up to two private residences and used for the exclusive benefit of the occupant.

Private Subdivision Road or Street  means a road or street that serves more than two individual properties, is privately owned and

maintained and requires a commercial entrance permit.

Right-of-Way  means that property within the entire area of every way or place of whatever nature within the system of state

highways under the ownership, control or jurisdiction of the Board, that is open or that is to be open within the future for the use of the

public for purposes of travel in the Commonwealth.  The area set out above includes not only the traveled portion but the entire area

inside and outside the traveled portion, from boundary line to boundary line, and also parking and recreation areas that are under the

ownership, control or jurisdiction of the Board.
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Sight Distance  means, for crossovers and commercial entrances, (intersection sight distance), the unobstructed distance measured

from the driver to an object. For sight distance calculations, height of the driver s eye is considered to be 3.5 feet (1.08 meter) and the

height of object is also considered to be 3.5 feet (1.08 meter) above the roadway.

System of State Highways  means all highways and roads under the ownership, control, or jurisdiction of the Board including, but

not limited to, the primary, secondary, and interstate systems.

24 VAC 30-71-20.  Procedure for Obtaining Permits.

All applications for permits shall be obtained from and submitted through the office of the Resident Engineer for the county in which the

work is to be performed.  The applicant shall submit plans and application form for all proposed installations in sufficient time to permit

the Department to review them and make any necessary studies and changes.  The plans shall include detailed and complete information

concerning the location of the work, the type pavement, the roadway geometrics and other facts about the highway.

The Resident Engineers are authorized to issue private entrance permits.  District Administrators or their designees are

authorized to issue commercial entrance permits (except outdoor theaters), permits for individual logging roads, permits for median

crossovers, and permits for private entrances.

Any waiver of the required sight distance may only be granted by the Chief Engineer for Program Development or the State

Location & Design Engineer after a traffic engineering investigation has been conducted.  However, a significant (i) increase of traffic in
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and out of the entrance, (ii) change in character of the traffic or peak hour volume, (iii) operational safety problem may require

upgrading or reconstruction, or both, of the entrance or closing the entrance.  This language is not intended to be exclusive.

 Permits cover not only the actual performance of work as approved, but also cover the subsequent maintenance, adjustment or

removal of work.  All permits shall be issued to the owners of the facilities or, in cases where continuing bonds are required, permits

may be issued jointly to the owner and his/her contractor (as agent).  The Central Office shall maintain permanent records of all permits

issued.

24 VAC 30-71-30.  Appeal Procedure.

Permit applications shall be processed in a timely fashion.  Applicants shall be notified in writing of the action taken on

applications.  If the permit is granted, issuance of the permit shall satisfy that requirement.  If the permit is denied, notification of denial

shall be made by certified mail, return receipt requested.

 If the Resident Engineer either denies a permit sought or imposes conditions upon the issuance of a permit with which the

applicant disagrees, an appeal may be made to the District Administrator.

 The District Administrator or Chief Engineer for Program Development, as the case may be, is authorized to consider and

render a ruling on unresolved differences of opinion between the applicant and the Resident Engineer concerning the interpretation and

application of these requirements.
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 To utilize the appeal process, the applicant shall provide the District Administrator with a written request for review, setting

forth a brief description of the unresolved issues within 30 days of receipt of the denial.  The District Administrator shall advise the

applicant in writing within 60 days of the receipt of the appeal of his/her decision.

24 VAC 30-71-40.  Drive-in Theaters.

 Certain conditions as set forth in § 33.1-12(15) of the Code of Virginia shall first be met in order to construct entrances to

drive-in theaters.

24 VAC 30-71-50.  Entrance Design.

 All entrance design and construction shall comply with the Department's design and construction criteria set forth in the

documents incorporated by reference in 24 VAC 30-71-170.

 In the event that construction plans have been adopted that will ultimately change a highway, the permittee may be required to

construct entrances that shall be compatible with the roadway s ultimate design.  The determination to require curb and gutter or other

features at the proposed driveway shall be the responsibility of the Engineer.

 Ordinances or entrance standards established by counties or cities that exceed those of the Virginia Department of

Transportation supersede those of the Department.
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 The permittee shall be required to supply sufficient information for the Department to determine entrance design features to

adequately serve the roadway facility as well as the proposed development.  Detailed engineering plans and traffic analysis plans from a

licensed design professional may be required by the Department.

 To ensure the efficiency of all commercial entrance designs certain general requirements shall be satisfied by each permittee.

Consequently, potential applicants interested in using any individual designs shown in this chapter should first familiarize themselves

with the prerequisites specified in 24 VAC 30-71-60 through 24 VAC 30-71-150.

24 VAC 30-71-60.  Bonds, Guarantee Fees and Irrevocable Letters of Credit.

 All bonds prepared on Form MP-20 shall indicate what permit the bond is for and define what type of work the bond covers,

listing permit number and indicating whether it is a continuing bond or a performance bond.  The estimated amount of the bond shall be

the amount the Resident Engineer anticipates it will take to complete or restore the work should the permittee fail to complete the

work.

 A guarantee fee is a cash amount paid by the proposed permittee in advance of permit issuance to cover the performance of

work within highway right-of-way.  When work covered by the permittee is completed to the satisfaction of the Resident Engineer, the

guarantee fee is refunded in its entirety to the permittee.  Should the permittee fail to complete the work to the satisfaction of the

Resident Engineer, then all or whatever portion of the guarantee fee that is required to complete work covered by permit or restore the

right-of-way to its original condition shall be retained by the Department.
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 An irrevocable letter of credit may be used instead of a guarantee fee or performance bond.  This letter of credit is furnished by

a bank and is used to verify a line of credit that will be set aside to provide for coverage of work performed by the permittee or his/her

agent in accordance with the approved permit.  (For more information on permit charges, see the Land Use Permit Manual, 24 VAC

30-150-10 et seq.)

24 VAC 30-71-70.  Location.

 To prevent undue interference with free traffic movements, entrances shall be avoided within functional intersection areas, traffic

circles or roundabouts, railroad grade crossings, interchanges or similar areas of traffic congestion.  It is essential that designs allow

unimpeded traffic movements entering or exiting.  Parking and storage spaces shall be located a sufficient distance from the entrance to

prevent interference with vehicles attempting to enter or exit the facility or cause disruption to the fronting road. Managing appropriate

access is critical to the function of an entrance.

 To reduce the number of points of access to state highways, joint use entrances are recommended if agreement can be reached

by the owners.  For a joint use entrance to be approved by the Department, a copy of the property owner's recorded agreement shall be

submitted to the Department. The Department encourages cross-access easements from adjoining properties.

24 VAC 30-71-80.  Construction.

 The type and depth of pavement shall be clearly indicated on the permit application.  The pavement of entrances, turn lanes, and

tapers shall be of stable material that is at least comparable to the pavement of the adjacent roadway.
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 On-site parking shall be designed so as not to interfere with sight distance and to prevent vehicular overhang on state right-of-

way.  Interior curbing should be set a minimum of two feet (0.61 meter) outside or beyond the right-of-way line and should extend the

entire length of the parking area.  When parking areas abut curbing sections with sidewalk, parked vehicles shall be kept a sufficient

distance from the curbing by the use of parking bumpers, or other means, to prevent vehicle overhang over the sidewalk.  The Engineer

shall determine the need for additional curbing along the right-of-way to the adjacent property line.

 Mountable curb (standard CG-3 or CG-7 in the English (effective February 2001) or metric (effective January 1997) versions of

the Road and Bridge Standards, Volumes I and II) is required when constructed within the clear zone of a road with a design speed

greater than 40 miles per hour  (60 kilometers per hour) in rural areas and 45 miles per hour (70 kilometers per hour) in urban and

suburban areas.

 All curbing and entrance gutters used to construct commercial entrances shall be installed in accordance with the Virginia

Department of Transportation's Road and Bridge Standards, English (effective February 2001) or metric (effective January 1997)

measurement versions, and all material shall meet the Department's certification.

 The property owner or developer of commercial or industrial entrances or subdivision road entrances shall be responsible for the

entire construction of the entrance in accordance with the provisions of the required permit.
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24 VAC 30-71-90.  Drainage.

 Entrances shall be constructed so as not to impair drainage within the state's right-of-way, and so that surface water shall drain

from the state s roadway.

 Where deemed necessary by the Engineer, copies of a complete drainage layout, based on a drainage study by a licensed design

professional, shall be furnished by the permittee, along with his/her plans.  This layout shall include the ultimate development and clearly

show how the permittee proposes to handle the drainage and run-off from his/her development.

 Pipe ends of culverts shall be reviewed independently by the Engineer and grading or treatment at pipe ends shall be done in

such a manner as to minimize any hazard the pipe ends or structures may present to an errant vehicle.

24 VAC 30-71-100.  Crossovers or Median Openings.

 Crossovers or median openings between the main through lanes shall not be permitted at entrances being constructed under

provisions of a permit unless determined necessary by the Department, and then only in accordance with the current policy on

crossovers or median openings as outlined in this chapter and the Department's Road Design Manual, English or metric measurement

versions (effective July 1998).  All crossover or median opening locations shall be approved by the district traffic engineer.

 Crossovers or median openings that do not meet the standards as outlined in the Department's Road Design Manual, English or

metric measurement versions (effective July 1998) shall be reviewed by the State Mobility Management Engineer and the State

Location and Design Engineer.
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 If the Department determines that a crossover or median opening is permissible, the permittee shall be responsible for the entire

cost and construction, including turn lanes, traffic signal system, or both, as deemed necessary by the Engineer.

24 VAC 30-71-110.  Auxiliary Lanes, Acceleration Lanes, Right Turn Lanes and Left Turn Lanes.

 The need for auxiliary lanes, acceleration lanes, right turn lanes and left turn lanes shall be jointly determined by the District

Traffic Engineer and Resident Engineer in accordance with the guidance in Appendix C  included in the English or metric

measurement versions (effective July 1998) of the Road Design Manual. The design and construction of these lanes shall conform to

the criteria shown in the Road Design Manual (effective July 1998).

24 VAC 30-71-120.  Curb ramps for Persons with Mobility Impairments.

 Ramps in curb sections shall be provided as required in § 15.2-2021 of the Code of Virginia.  The standard drawing for

depressed curb ramp (CG-12A, B, and C) as shown in the Road and Bridge Standards, English (effective February 2001) or metric

(effective January 1997) measurement versions or applicable insertable sheet shall be utilized in the design.

24 VAC 30-71-130.  Sight Distances.

 The following shall be utilized to evaluate intersection sight distance. The sight distance requirements pertaining to commercial

driveways are not classified as vertical and horizontal, but are intersection sight distance requirements being composed of both vertical

and horizontal components. Vertical sight distance shall be determined from an object mounted 3.5 feet (1.08 meters) above the grade

of the vehicle path simulating a vehicle traveling the through lanes of the roadway.  The sight distance shall be measured from an eye
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height of 3.5 feet (1.08 meters) to the object.  Horizontal sight distance shall be determined from an eye height of 3.5 feet (1.08 meters)

with the object being 3.5 feet (1.08 meters).  For more information on sight distance, see AASHTO s 2001 edition of A Policy on

Geometric Design of Highways and Streets.

On a typical two-lane road with a horizontal curve, numerous objects restrict sight distance.  These include, but are not limited to, cut

slopes, buildings, vegetation, signs, and vehicles.  Landscaping in these areas shall conform to the AASHTO 2001 edition of A Policy

on Geometric Design of Highways and Streets.  It is possible to have sight distance in the winter and not in the spring or summer due

to the growth of vegetation.  These obstructions should be considered when reviewing a commercial entrance permit.  A divided

highway may have similar problems.  It is critical to obtain at least the minimum commercial entrance sight distance from the entrance

as well as the left turn position into the entrance.  Any waiver of the required sight distance may only be granted by the Chief Engineer

for Program Development or the State Location and Design Engineer after a traffic engineering investigation has been conducted. Refer

to the Guidance Document Instructional and Informational Memorandum (IIM) LD-227.1, dated January 15, 2003, for requirements

concerning Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) approval of sight distance waiver.

Table 1 shows specific information about sight distances and speeds along major roads:
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Table 1
Sight Distances Along Major Roads at Intersections with Minor Roads, Crossovers or Median Openings, and Commercial

Entrances
(English Measurements)

Height of Eye  (3.5 ft.)      Height of Object  (3.5 ft)

Design Speed*
Miles per hour (mph) 25 mph 30 mph 35 mph 40 mph 45 mph 50 mph 55 mph

2 or 3 Lane Major Road+ 280 ft 335 ft. 390 ft. 445 ft. 500 ft. 555 ft. 610 ft.

4 Lane Major Road Undivided (4 Lane
Divided Highways at Crossovers -
Minimum Sight Distance)

295 ft. 355 ft. 415 ft. 475 ft. 530 ft. 590 ft. 650 ft.

4 Lane ** Major Road
(Divided -18 ft. Median)

325 ft. 390 ft. 455 ft. 520 ft. 580 ft. 645 ft. 710 ft.

Sight Distances Along Major Roads at Intersections with Minor Roads, Crossovers or Median Openings, and Commercial
Entrances

(Metric Measurements)

Height of Eye  (1.08 m.) Height of Object  (1.08 m.)

Design Speed (km/h)* 40 km/h 50 km/h 60 km/h 70 km/h 80 km/h 90 km/h

2 or 3 Lane Major Road+ 85 m. 105 m. 130 m. 150 m. 170 m. 190 m.

4 Lane Major Road Undivided (4 Lane Divided
Highways at Crossovers - Minimum Sight Distance)

90 m. 115 m. 135 m. 160 m. 180 m. 205 m.

4 Lane Major Road** (Divided  5.4 m. Median) 100 m. 125 m. 150 m. 175 m. 195 m. 220 m.
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*Legal speed limit may be used at the engineer s discretion. Where the operating speed on the respective segment of highway is determined to be lower than

the legal speed limit, and, in the judgment of the engineers, the operating speed shall not create hazards for either a driver at a connection or on the major

roadway and the legal speed limit cannot and, in all probability, shall not be obtained in the foreseeable future as a result of improvement or reconstruction, the

sight distance requirements for the operating speed may then be applied.  Where the operating speed on the respective segment of highway is determined to be

higher than the legal speed limit, the engineer may require, in the interest of public safety, that the sight distance requirement for the operating speed be

applied. The operating speed shall be determined by a traffic engineering study at the location in question.  In all cases when the operating speed is used in lieu

of the speed limit, full documentation of its determination shall be attached to the permit assembly.  For roadways with Design Speeds lower or higher than

those shown, refer to the Road Design Manual (effective July 1998).

**For median widths greater than 60 feet (18 meters), each roadway can be considered as a separate two, three, or four-lane roadway.  (See the 2001 edition of

AASHTO s A Policy on Geometric Design of Highways and Streets.)

+For three-lane major roads, where crossing two opposing travel lanes, use the four-lane sight distance.  When crossing one opposing travel lane, use two-lane

sight distance.

24 VAC 30-71-140.  Tenure of Commercial Entrances.

A.  Tenure of all commercial entrances to highways is finite and is not meant to be transferred from one owner to another.  If

Department representatives determine that an entrance is substandard or that safety, use, or maintenance of the entrance has changed

significantly enough to require corrections, then necessary changes shall be made or the entrance may be closed at the direction of the

Commissioner or his/her representative.  It should also be noted that once an entrance has been constructed (regardless of date), the

permittee or his/her successors or assignees shall be responsible for the maintenance and upkeep of the entrance as stated above.
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B.  Commercial entrances may require reconstruction or upgrading, or both, when Department representatives determine after review

that the following conditions exist:

 1. Safety.  When the entrance has been determined to be unsafe in its present condition for public use because of physical

erosion of the entrance, increase in motor vehicle traffic, or some other condition is found to exist.

 2. Use.  When traffic in and out of the entrance has changed significantly to require upgrading or reconstruction, or both.  Such

changes may include, but are not limited to changes in traffic volume, character of the traffic or peak hour traffic.  This language

is not intended to be exclusive.

 3. Maintenance.  When the entrance becomes unserviceable due to heavy equipment damage, reclamation by natural causes, or

increased traffic volume, etc.

C.  Commercial entrances shall be reviewed periodically for substandard conditions as outlined above and when the property is being

considered for sale, has been rezoned, or when there is a change in commercial use either by the property owner or by a lessee.

Department personnel shall work closely with the various local and county governments to protect the Department's interest and the

interest of the traveling public through zoning ordinances for commercial, subdivision and private entrance requirements, and to obtain

their assistance in policing changes in ownership that might affect the Department's requirements for the entrances.  These periodic

reviews are necessary to provide both patron and through-highway-traffic users a safe means of travel.
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The Department is responsible for the maintenance of that portion of the entrance within the normal shoulder as shown in Figure

1.
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24 VAC 30-71-150.  Developer Participation in Traffic Signal Cost.

 The following guidelines have been developed in an effort to obtain an equitable method of determining developer responsibility

for participation in funding traffic signal work necessitated by land development:

 1.  Where the proposed development will generate sufficient traffic to warrant signalization, the total cost for design, materials,

timing plans, and installation shall be borne by the developer.

 2.  Where development-generated traffic and existing highway traffic must be combined to meet the requirements for either the

major or minor movements for any hour or hours, the developer shall bear 50% of the total cost for design materials, timing

plans, and installation.

 3.  Where an existing traffic signal must be modified to accommodate traffic movements to or from the development, the

developer shall bear the total cost for any design, materials, timing plans, installation, and relocation required to accommodate

the development traffic.

 For large developments, such as regional shopping centers and corporate complexes, the Department reserves the right to

require that the developer design or have designed the traffic signal, including timing plans, and to install or have installed a complete

working traffic signal system.  Designs and installations shall be in accordance with the current Departmental specifications and

standards and shall be approved by the Engineer.
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24 VAC 30-71-160.  Commercial/Private Entrance Design Illustrations.

The details set forth in the illustrations contained in this section may be reduced or modified if approved by the District Administrator or

Engineer. All entrance widths in the following illustrations shall be determined at the throat of the entrance, not the right of way line.
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24 VAC 30-71-170.  Documents Incorporated by Reference.

A.  The document entitled, A Policy on Geometric Design of Highways and Streets, 2001, American Association of State Highway &

Transportation Officials, is incorporated by reference and made a part of this chapter.

This document may be obtained from the American Association of State Highway & Transportation Officials, 444 North Capitol Street

N.W., Suite 249, Washington, DC 20001; E-Mail Address: info@aashto.org.

B. The Millennium (2000) edition of the Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices (MUTCD) (effective January 17, 2001) and

revisions, including rulings thereto, is incorporated by reference and made a part of this chapter.  It is available in electronic

form on the Federal Highway Administration web site and can be found at http://mutcd.fhwa.dot.gov.  It can also be ordered

from:  Superintendent of Documents, U.S. Government Printing Office, P. O. Box 371954, Pittsburgh, PA  15250-7954 (Stock

# 050-001-00332-5 (MUTCD, errata and Revision 1).

C.  The following VDOT documents are incorporated by reference and made a part of this chapter:

 1. Road and Bridge Standards (English measurements), effective February 2001, Location and Design Division;

2. Road and Bridge Standards (metric measurements), effective January 1997, Location and Design Division;
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 3. Pavement Design Guide for Subdivision and Secondary Roads in Virginia, effective September 2000, Materials Division;

 4. Road Design Manual (English and metric measurements), effective July 1998, Location and Design Division

 5. Road and Bridge Specifications (English measurements), effective 2002, Scheduling and Contract Division;

 6. Road and Bridge Specifications (metric measurements), effective 1997, Scheduling and Contract Division.

The documents identified in this subsection may be obtained by writing to the attention of the division noted by each document at the

Virginia Department of Transportation, 1401 E. Broad Street, Richmond, Virginia 23219, or via the Internet at

http://www.virginiadot.org/business/default.asp.

C. VDOT regulations referenced throughout this chapter may be obtained from the Virginia Department of Transportation, 1401 E.

Broad Street, Richmond, Virginia 23219, or by accessing the Virginia Administrative Code website at

http://leg1.state.va.us/000/reg/TOC24030.HTM.
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LOCATION OF RESIDENCY OFFICES

County (District) Residency Phone Number

Accomack      (Hampton Roads) Accomac (757) 787-5810

Albemarle (Culpeper) Charlottesville (434) 293-0011

Alleghany (Staunton) Lexington (540) 463-3108

Amelia (Richmond) Amelia (804) 561-2411

Amherst (Lynchburg) Amherst (434) 946-7631

Appomattox (Lynchburg) Appomattox (434) 352-7135

Arlington (Northern Virginia) Fairfax (703) 383-8368

Augusta (Staunton) Verona (540) 332-8989

Bath (Staunton) Lexington (540) 463-3108

Bedford (Salem) Bedford (540) 586-7910

Bland (Bristol) Tazewell (276) 988-2566

Botetourt (Salem) Salem (540) 387-5488

Brunswick (Richmond) South Hill (434) 774-2300

Buchanan (Bristol) Lebanon (276) 889-7600

Buckingham (Lynchburg) Dillwyn (434) 983-2017

Campbell (Lynchburg) Appomattox (434) 352-7135

Caroline (Fredericksburg) Bowling Green (804) 633-5091
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LOCATION OF RESIDENCY OFFICES

County (District) Residency Phone Number

Carroll (Salem) Hillsville (540) 728-2813

Charles City (Richmond) Sandston (804) 328-3044

Charlotte (Lynchburg) Halifax (434) 476-6342

Chesterfield (Richmond) Chesterfield (804) 674-2800

Clarke (Staunton) Luray (540) 743-6585

Craig (Salem) Salem (540) 387-5488

Culpeper (Culpeper) Culpeper (540) 829-7500

Cumberland (Lynchburg) Dillwyn (434) 983-2017

Dickenson (Bristol) Wise (276) 328-9331

Dinwiddie (Richmond) Petersburg (804) 863-4000

Essex (Fredericksburg) Bowling Green (804) 633-5091

Fairfax (Northern Virginia) (703) 383-2888

Fauquier (Culpeper) Warrenton (540) 347-6441

Floyd (Salem) Hillsville (540) 728-2813

Fluvanna (Culpeper) Louisa (540) 967-3710

Franklin (Salem) Rocky Mount (540) 483-5262

Frederick (Staunton) Edinburg (540) 984-5600
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LOCATION OF RESIDENCY OFFICES

County (District) Residency Phone Number

Giles (Salem) Christiansburg (540) 381-7200

Gloucester (Fredericksburg) Saluda (804) 758-2321

Goochland (Richmond) Ashland (804) 752-5511

Grayson (Bristol) Wytheville (276) 228-2153

Greene (Culpeper) Charlottesville (434) 293-1900

Greensville     (Hampton Roads) Franklin (757) 562-3194

Halifax (Lynchburg) Halifax (434) 476-6342

Hanover (Richmond) Ashland (804) 752-5511

Henrico (Richmond) Sandston (804) 328-3044

Henry (Salem) Martinsville (540) 629-2581

Highland (Staunton) Verona (540) 332-8989

Isle of Wight      (Hampton Roads) Suffolk (757) 925-2274

James City      (Hampton Roads) Williamsburg (757) 253-4832

King George (Fredericksburg) Fredericksburg (540) 899-4300

King and Queen (Fredericksburg) Saluda (804) 758-2321

King William (Fredericksburg) Bowling Green (804) 633-5091

Lancaster (Fredericksburg) Warsaw (804) 333-3696



Virginia Department of Transportation

Minimum Standards of Entrances to State Highways

40

LOCATION OF RESIDENCY OFFICES

County (District) Residency Phone Number

Lee (Bristol) Jonesville (540) 346-1911

Loudoun Northern Virginia (703) 737-2026

Louisa (Culpeper) Louisa (540) 967-3710

Lunenburg (Richmond) Amelia (804) 561-2411

Madison (Culpeper) Culpeper (540) 829-7620

Mathews (Fredericksburg) Saluda (804) 758-2321

Mecklenburg (Richmond) South Hill (434) 774-2300

Middlesex (Fredericksburg) Saluda (804) 758-2321

Montgomery (Salem) Christiansburg (540) 381-7200

Nelson (Lynchburg) Amherst (434) 946-7631

New Kent (Richmond) Sandston (804) 328-3044

Northampton      (Hampton Roads) Accomac (757) 787-5810

Northumberland (Fredericksburg) Warsaw (804) 333-3696

Nottoway (Richmond) Amelia (804) 561-2411

Orange (Culpeper) Culpeper (540) 829-7616

Page (Staunton) Luray (540) 743-6585

Patrick (Salem) Martinsville (540) 629-2581



Virginia Department of Transportation

Minimum Standards of Entrances to State Highways

41

LOCATION OF RESIDENCY OFFICES

County (District) Residency Phone Number

Pittsylvania (Lynchburg) Chatham (434) 432-7214

Powhatan (Richmond) Chesterfield (804) 674-2800

Prince Edward (Lynchburg) Dillwyn (434) 983-2017

Prince George (Richmond) Petersburg (804) 863-4000

 Prince William (Northern Virginia) (703) 366-1921

 Pulaski (Salem) Christiansburg (540) 381-7200

Rappahannock (Culpeper) Warrenton (540) 347-6441

Richmond (Fredericksburg) Warsaw (804) 333-3696

Roanoke (Salem) Salem (540) 387-5488

Rockbridge (Staunton) Lexington (540) 463-3108

Rockingham (Staunton) Harrisonburg (540) 434-2586

Russell (Bristol) Lebanon (276) 889-7600

Scott (Bristol) Jonesville (276) 346-1911

Shenandoah (Staunton) Edinburg (540) 984-5600

Smyth (Bristol) Abingdon (276) 676-5503

Southampton      (Hampton Roads) Franklin (757) 562-3194

Spotsylvania (Fredericksburg) Fredericksburg (540) 899-4300
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LOCATION OF RESIDENCY OFFICES

County (District) Residency Phone Number

Stafford (Fredericksburg) Fredericksburg (540) 899-4300

Surry      (Hampton Roads) Waverly (804) 524-8427

Sussex      (Hampton Roads) Waverly (804) 524-8427

Tazewell (Bristol) Tazewell (276) 988-2566

Warren (Staunton) Luray (540) 743-6585

Washington (Bristol) Abingdon (276) 676-5503

Westmoreland (Fredericksburg) Warsaw (804) 333-3696

Wise (Bristol) Wise (276) 328-9331

Wythe (Bristol)  Wytheville (276) 228-2153

York      (Hampton Roads) Williamsburg (757) 253-4832


